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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Atty. Douglas B. Little, representative to applicants, on August 17, 2004. 

IN THE ABSTRACT: 

Line 6, "Described is a" has been changed to -A-. 

Line 7, "comprising" (both occurrences) have been changed to -including— 
respectively. 

Line 8, "comprises" has been changed to -includes--. 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 1, line 5; claim 3, line 1; claim 5, line 2; claim 6, line 2, claim 9, line 7; claim 
11, line 2; and claim 15, line 1, "one or more" have been changed to -at least one— 
respectively. 

Claim 1, line 12, between "evaporation" and "of" - of an amount— has been 
inserted. 

Claim 1 , line 14, "an" has been changed to -said--. 
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Claim 5, line 1; Claim 10, line 1; and claim 11, line 2, "regulated" have been 
changed to -adjusted— respectively. 

Claims 1-15 are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Virginia Manoharan whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1450. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Caldarola, can be reached on 571-272-1444. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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EXAMINER'S REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE: 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance:, 
The problems addressed by the process, interalia, are the over-evaporation of 
colloidal solution, resulting, e.g., in degradation of the colloidal solution in an 
evaporation zone and fouling of the equipment ; and under-evaporation of colloidal 
solution resulting, e.g., in the resultant article formed not being able to hold its desired 
shape. (See pages 1-2 of the specification). 

The problems are solved according to the invention, interalia, by passing the 
colloidal solution through at least one orifices without substantially contacting the at 
least one inner surface of the evaporation zone (avoiding over-evaporation); and 
providing controlled evaporation of the colloidal solution by applying pressure allowing 
for flash evaporation and adjusting the pressure in said evaporation zone (avoiding 
under-evaporation). 

Greigh et al (5,730,836), deemed to be the closest present prior art, does not 
pass a colloidal solution into at least one orifices of the evaporation zone wherein the 
solution does not substantially contact at least one inner surface of said zone. 

While the process of Williams (4,414,341) passes a polymer solution through an 
orifice and employs controlled evaporation by adjusting temperature, it does not, 
however, control by applying pressure in the evaporation zone that is lower than the 
vapor pressure of the colloidal solution allowing for flash evaporation of an amount of at 
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least a portion of at least one volatile component from said colloidal solution ;and 
adjusting the pressure in said evaporation zone., 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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